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The Trus Copy of a 


'PETI TION * 


Preſented in July 1683. To the 


Moſt Chriſban King 


DEPUTIES ; from thoſe of his SUBFECTS 
who are Of the REFOR MED-RELIGION, . 
whoſe CHURCHES — taken tromrhem, 
and Demoliſhed, 


Have aſſembled in rag Open Fields , bur after 
PRAYER, PREACHING, and Rcceiving of the HOLY SACRA- 
MENT, Return'din all peaceable _ to their reſpective Habi- 


| rations. 


\”, 


Pk from the French Þ Prligad Copy Rnd a ſure Hand, ks he pincd 


at Ediaburgh, a am, N 1683. 


de — EE uy__—_ 


TO THE. KING. 


— — a AMS 


SIR, 
Y. 4 OUR woſk bumble Subjects of the Precteſtant Religion, not hav- 
power to reliſt the Motions of their Conſciences, are con- 
Grained » demble Together, to call upon the Holy Nanz of God, 
and fing his Praifcsz and by this Religious Atting , to expoſe chemſclves 
to all the Violences and -Rigour, whicha too zeal can infuſe into 
the Breaſts of your Officer” And becauſe God hath: eſtabliſhed your 
Majeſty for their Monarch, they are obliged to juſtifie their Proceed- 
ingsand Behaviour betore your Majeſty, with all [ths Humility they are 


capable of. 


A Theſ 


2) 

Theſe Aſſemblies, SIR, do £ way hurt or wound that Fidelity 
which your Petitioners owe your Majeſty ; They are all accorded to 
ſacrifice their Fortunes and their- Lives for: your Service. The very 
ſame Religion which conſtrains them to Aſſemble rogether to cele- 
brate the Glory of God, teaches them that they can.never diſpenſe 
under any Pretence whatever, with that Allegiance which is due to 
your Majeſty. Nor has your Majeſty any need to publiſh your Decla. 
rations to enforce them to embrace a Maxim fo certain,” and fo well 
grounded upon Chriſtianity, It remains then, SIR, that your Peti- 
tioners inſiſt upon nothing, but what is only due to God, for as to 
what concerns your Majeſty, their paſt behaviour gives teſtimqny of 
the reality and purity of their Intentions, and may ferve as a Security 
ro your Majeſty for the future; and, in a word, your Petitioners are 
all ready with their Blood to fign the Oath of their Allegiance, As 
to what concerns their Duty towards God, your Majeſty hath ſo much 
Picty to take it not amiſs, that they render to that great God that Wor- 
ſhip and Adoration which they owe him, they alſo prefumeto hope,that 
your Majeſty will have the goodneſs to reflect upon therr Behaviour ; 
that you will-compaſſionate the Deſolations to which their Piety expoſes 
them ; and that perhaps you will. extend your Indignation againſt thoſe 
who have by ſurprize obtained ſomany ſevere Decrees and.Declarations 
againſt them,and yet would further provoke yourWrath againſt SubjeRts - 
\ fo faithful, and fo innocent, ' 

. Your Supplicants, SIR, are per{waded that God hasnot ſent them into 
this World, -butto glorifie bimz and they will rather chocſe to loſe therr 
= a thouſand times, than fail of their Duty ſo Holy and Indiſpen- 

le. þ roms oo 4s | 6s 
| It is in your Majeſties power to deprive them of all the Advantages 
ofthis World, and alſo to doom to utter Deſtru&ion : They are ready 
for to ſacrifice all, to ſuffer'all Miſeries at your Majeſties pleaſure. Bat 
# Maybe, when -your Majeſty ſhall conſider, That your Petitionersdo 
not give. way to the Moſt Faithful ofall your SubjeRs [ which «ll theworld 
conf«ſſes }] in their Duttesto'God, your Majeſty will not do that Inju- 
ry to his Glory and to his Goodneſs, as to deſtroy a People, for no other 
reaſon meriting your Indignation. 

The Miſeries of your Petitioners, $ IR, only ariſe from the Reve- 


rence they have for the Divinity, whole Word they look- upon as the on- 
ly Rule of their Religions Worſhip. . | 2 

Were the Diſpute alone concerning our oppoting.Men for the fer- 
vice of your Majeſty, though all the World ſhould rebel againſt your 
Majeſties Will, though all: your other Subjets ſhould fail of their Fi- 
delity and Obedience,. your Petitioners would inviolably ſtand by their 
Auguſt Monarch and with pleaſure ſpend the laſt drop of Blood in his 

ErViCe. | | | 

But their Unhappinefſs is fs great, that the Declarations put. forth 
againſt them, to the prejudice of ſo many EdiQs and Decrees made by 
your Majeſty, and the Kings your Predeceſlors, appear to them incom: 
patible with the Commands of the great Creator of Heaven and Earth. 


For 


(3, 

For God hath ordained them to. Sera their Children and their 
Families, and todeclare unto them the Word of Life. - He alſo Pro- 
nounces, his dreadful Anatheme's againſt them who ſhut the Gates of 
Heaven again{t thoſe, to whom he freely apens them. He commands 
_ themto offer to him Hymns and fpirnual Songs. Nevertheleſs, SIR, 

thoſe Declarations that have been furreptmiouſly obtained againſt us, 
forbid us to {ing the Plalms of David, which da contain the Praiſes of 
God. | 

En (hort, STR, It is the pleafure of God that we ſhould Aﬀemble to- 
gether in his Name, t6 render him the folemn Adoration and Honour 
which is due to him. Nevertheleſs, SIR, thoſe Declarations which 
your Petitioners Enemtes have obtained againſt us by repeated Snrpri- 
zes, forbid them toaſlemble together, to render to that great God the 
ſervice which is due to him. ; | 

During this Ioability of your Petitioners, to reconcile the Will of 
God to what is exatted from them, they find themſelves conſtrained 

by their Couſciences, to expoſe themiclves to all ſorts of Calamities, far 
the continuance of giving Glory to the Majeſty of God , who will be 
ſerved according to his Word, | | 

If the DoRrine of your, Petitioners were Abominable, if their Wor- 
ſhip were Scandalous, if they rred che Creature in theplace of the 
Creator, there might be ſome Reaſon to ſollicit your Majefty to refuſe 
their ProteQion : Bur all their Crim, and all the Difference between 
theirs, and the Catholick Religion, conſiſts m this - 

Thar they prefer the Word of God, befote the Traditions of Men : 
And the true Worſhip of that great God, {| who proteſts ts be jealoss of bi: 
honosr, and that he will »6t yield it to any other I before the Religions 
Worſhip of the Creature. | | 

All Religion,. SIR, to properly,canſiſts only in Belief, in Pray- 
ers, and in Works : And yourPetitioners believe,and hold the Creed 
of the Holy Apoſtles and-the Lords Prayer, tobe the Model of thoſe 
which they _ to - God, and the Conimandments of that God are 
the Rule and Guidance of their Conduct and Converſation. They know? 
and have no need, according to St. Pesl, of knowinz any other but 
only Feſus Chriſt, and him Crucified, They acknowle:lge God for the 
only true God, and for him who ſent Jeſus Chriſt; for on this Belief it 
is that our Lord hath founded Life Eternal, 

Their Enemies make ſtrange Interpretationsof thetr Opinions, and 
their Worſhip. However, SIR, your Petitioners implore the mercy 
of God. They truſtin the incomprehenlible Charity, and infinite Me- 
rits of ' their adorable Saviour, whorp they do imbrace with a con- 
ſtant aad lively Faith. They have recourſe, with all humility, to the 
healthful ſuccour and grace of his holy Spirit ; and to this Trinity it is, 
that they render, their Adoration and Homage , invoking it after the 
ſame Form that the Scripture hath preſcribed in his. Word. They medi- 
tate upon his Wonders. They fing his Praiſes :And they make te their 
continual-ſtudy to live Holily among themſelves , Juſtly toward their 
Neighbour, Obediently toward your Majeſty, and Religioutly coward 


God. - $4 
. They 


. They; therefore: ſupplicite your . Ky tobe the Judge, Whether 
yuur Fetigioners are unworthy of your Paternal Gooductc, and the Hu 
naur of:;your- Protx Giov. ' : Whether they merit to be thrown into that | 
extremity » of; Deſtruttion where they are ar preſent over-wheln'd,, 
ſufficient enough to-move the'Grogns of the moſtinicalibie. - And laftly, 
SIR; Whether it be poffible that they ſhould live without continuing 
to. aſſemble together , ito 1eader'to Opd the ſervice which they owe 
him | | | 


. A:ter-all. this, 'your Petivengy cannot but pray to the great God, 
who advances your [brone-above albih#Tfronceot the F arth, 'to iricline 
your \izjeſtics heart towafd your Subjeds -»whoſe -Innocency ard Alles. 
geance is apparent to rhe: eyes 'of the whole' wopld. And if 'irhefe your 
poor Peoplcſhall-not yet be able to move the Compaſſion of their Au- 
guſt Monarch, for whom they ſhall always retain #{1ncere Luve ard aws 
ful Revereyce ja fingular yeneration/and inviolable' Fidelity, They do 
_ proteſt beiure the face' of that great'God for whoſe fake they are expo: 
ed to {o much; Miſery, [That they will render him Honour and Glory in 
the migſt wf their moſt tefxiile dg ITS 15 37 
Bur, SIR ,yourPctritjeners hope much t ctrer things from the Natural E- 
. quits Goodnels; and Piery of your Majeſty , for vwhuch Reaſon , they 
proſtrate thamives at your Ro1al Feet, and molt humbly unplore 
your Majel RS. A , —h 
To recalt all the Dgclutatigns, Decrces, 2nd other Judgements,which 
have reduc'd them tothat Deplorable Condition wherein theyare, and 
Gvprive-thrmnot of che Liberty of their Conſcicnces, and cxerciſcot their 
Pctarations $12 edtlembys your dnjaſty, withdit-ebiohit Bimepodiole 
5 them to tives TIT | ” 
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| [ And gour Petitioner ſhall: com» ne to pray for the 
Eo Ogar) 2 [.  Proferuation'sf Y orr Viajeſty's Sacred Perjor.,\ our 
c ey \ :Reyah Family, and the Honour and Proſpertty of 
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